
THE GOVERNOR
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE

Proclamation; House Bill No. 915, Printer’s No. 1487

I, Tom Wolf, Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, have caused
this Proclamation to issue and, in compliance with the provisions of Section
15 of Article IV of the Constitution of Pennsylvania, do hereby give notice
that I have filed in the Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, with
my objections thereto, the following bill passed by both houses of the
General Assembly at the Regular Session of 2019-2020:

House Bill No. 915, Printer’s No. 1487, entitled ‘‘Amending Title 75
(Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in size, weight and
load, further providing for permit for movement during course of manufac-
ture; and, in powers of department and local authorities, further providing
for power of Governor during emergency.’’

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the Commonwealth, at the
City of Harrisburg, this second day of July, in the year of our Lord two
thousand and nineteen, and of the Commonwealth the two hundred and
forty-fourth.

Governor
Attest:
JONATHAN M. MARKS,

Deputy Secretary for Elections & Commissions
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1090. Filed for public inspection July 19, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE
Proclamation; Senate Bill No. 48, Printer’s No. 1080

I, Tom Wolf, Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, have caused
this Proclamation to issue and, in compliance with the provisions of Section
15 of Article IV of the Constitution of Pennsylvania, do hereby give notice
that I have filed in the Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, with
my objections thereto, the following bill passed by both houses of the
General Assembly at the Regular Session of 2019-2020:

Senate Bill No. 48, Printer’s No. 1080, entitled ‘‘Amending the act of June
3, 1937 (P.L. 1333, No. 320), entitled ‘An act concerning elections, including
general, municipal, special and primary elections, the nomination of candi-
dates, primary and election expenses and election contests; creating and
defining membership of county boards of elections; imposing duties upon the
Secretary of the Commonwealth, courts, county boards of elections, county
commissioners; imposing penalties for violation of the act, and codifying,
revising and consolidating the laws relating thereto; and repealing certain
acts and parts of acts relating to elections,’ in ballots, further providing for
form of official election ballot and for number of ballots to be printed and
specimen ballots; in voting machines, further providing for requirements of
voting machines and for form of ballot labels on voting machines; in
electronic voting systems, further providing for requirements of electronic
voting systems, for forms and for election day procedures and the process of
voting; providing for voting systems and for voting systems bonds; establish-
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ing the County Voting System Reimbursement Account; in preparation for
and conduct of primaries and elections, further providing for instructions of
voters and manner of voting in districts in which voting machines are used,
for count and return of votes in districts in which ballots are used and for
what ballots shall be counted, manner of counting and defective ballots; and,
in voting by qualified absentee electors, further providing for date of
application for absentee ballot, for approval of application for absentee
ballot, for voting by absentee electors, for canvassing of official absentee
ballots and for public records.’’

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the Commonwealth, at the
City of Harrisburg, this fifth day of July, in the year of our Lord two
thousand and nineteen, and of the Commonwealth the two hundred and
forty-fourth.

Governor
Attest:
JONATHAN M. MARKS,

Deputy Secretary for Elections & Commissions
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1091. Filed for public inspection July 19, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE
Notice of Veto; House Bill 915, Printer’s No. 1487

July 2, 2019
To the Honorable House of Representatives
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
Pursuant to Article IV, Section 15 of the Pennsylvania Constitution, I am

returning herewith, without my approval, House Bill 915, Printer’s Number
1487.

After careful consideration, I must veto this legislation due to very serious
public safety concerns. A declaration of disaster emergency carries the
gravest considerations insofar as the traveling public is concerned. Further-
more, prior declarations have proven effective in lessening the danger to the
public at-large during precarious time periods. Providing for an exemption
to the travel ban under the declaration puts the public in jeopardy, which,
in turn, endangers our State Police and first responders and even our milk
haulers. In my view, such an exemption runs counter to the safety of the
driving public.

I think it is important to note several things about the travel ban under
consideration in this legislation. Typically, the bans are short in duration;
however, they may be extended due to vehicle accidents or stranded
motorists due to hazardous conditions on the highways. For example, on
November 15, 2018, a severe winter weather event occurred in this
Commonwealth. Interstates 83, 81, 80, and 78 were closed for up to 15
hours while commercial vehicles were removed from the snow and ice that
had built up around their stopped vehicles. Commercial vehicle bans were
then initiated for the next five storms spanning from January to March
2019. With the bans in place, there were no significant closures on the
interstate highways in this Commonwealth. According to the Pennsylvania
Department of Transportation, the commercial vehicle bans implemented
during this time averaged only 18 hours in duration. This time seems like a
small price to pay when considering the public safety benefits of the travel
bans.
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For the reasons set forth above, I must withhold my signature from House
Bill 915, Printer’s Number 1487.

Sincerely,

Governor
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1092. Filed for public inspection July 19, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]

GOVERNOR’S OFFICE

Notice of Veto; Senate Bill 48, Printer’s No. 1080

July 5, 2019

To the Honorable Senate of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 15 of the Pennsylvania Constitution, I am
returning herewith, without my approval, Senate Bill 48, Printer’s Number
1080.

Voting is what powers and sustains our democracy. I firmly believe that
both I and the General Assembly have an obligation to strive to make voting
more secure and more accessible to the citizens of this Commonwealth.
Unfortunately, this legislation does not seek to increase voter participation
in Pennsylvania. This failure is a missed opportunity to enact meaningful
voting reforms.

This legislation, while purporting to secure elections, binds the hands of
future administrations through a decertification procedure which weakens
the ability of the commonwealth and counties to quickly respond to flaws
that would require the decertification of large numbers of machines fewer
than 180 days before an election. This is not acceptable as a legislative
measure.

Finally, this bill eliminates straight party ballot voting. This policy choice
removes a convenient voting option which is used by voters of any party
affiliation. To implement such a change, particularly as new machines are
being used for the first time, could lead to voter confusion and longer lines
at the polls. These factors may lead to decreased voter participation, which,
again, is in conflict with an inclusive approach to our system of elections. I
sought amendatory language at various points to include voter-friendly
reforms in this legislation, but those changes were not accepted.

For the reasons set forth above, I must withhold my signature from
Senate Bill 48, Printer’s Number 1080.

Sincerely,

Governor
[Pa.B. Doc. No. 19-1093. Filed for public inspection July 19, 2019, 9:00 a.m.]
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