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Rule 201. Citation of Rules.
These rules shall be known as the Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure Gov-

erning Actions and Proceedings Before Magisterial District Judges and may be
cited as ‘‘ Pa.R.Civ.P.M.D.J. .’’

Comment
The previous use of ‘‘Pa.R.C.P.M.D.J. No.’’ to cite the Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure

Governing Actions and Proceedings Before Magisterial District Judges may not serve as a basis to
invalidate a reference to that authority.

Source
The provisions of this Rule 201 amended June 30, 1982, effective August 16, 1982, 12 Pa.B. 2266;

amended June 10, 2021, effective October 1, 2021, 51 Pa.B. 3444. Immediately preceding text
appears at serial page (392781).

Rule 202. Definitions.
As used in these rules, the following words and phrases shall have the follow-

ing meanings unless the context clearly indicates otherwise or the particular word
or phrase is expressly defined in the chapter in which the particular rule is
included:

‘‘adult’’ means an individual eighteen years of age or older;
‘‘advanced communication technology’’ is any communication equipment that

is used as a link between parties in physically separate locations.
‘‘attorney at law’’ means an individual admitted to practice law by the Supreme

Court of Pennsylvania;
‘‘attorney of record’’ means an attorney at law who has filed a written docu-

ment in accordance with Rule 207.1 as appearing for and representing a party in
a legal proceeding;

‘‘competent adult’’ means an individual eighteen years of age or older who is
(1) not an incapacitated person, (2) not a party to the action, and (3) not an
employee or a relative of a party;
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‘‘constable’’ means a certified constable or a certified deputy constable;
‘‘magisterial district judge’’ means the magisterial district judge before whom

the action or proceeding is pending;
‘‘incapacitated person’’ means an incapacitated person as that term is defined

under 20 Pa.C.S. § 5501 (relating to meaning of incapacitated person);
‘‘prothonotary’’ includes any officer exercising the powers and performing the

duties of the office of prothonotary as set forth in the Judicial Code, and includes
the analogous officer in those counties which do not have a prothonotary;

‘‘sheriff’’ includes a deputy sheriff;
‘‘subpoena’’ means an order of the magisterial district judge commanding a

person to attend and testify at a particular time and place; it may also require the
person to produce documents or things which are under the possession, custody,
or control of that person;

‘‘verified,’’ when used in reference to a written statement of fact by the signer,
means supported by oath or affirmation or made subject to the penalties of 18
Pa.C.S. § 4904 relating to unsworn falsification to authorities.

Official Note: Justices of the peace are now statutorily known as ‘‘magisterial district
judges.’’ See 42 Pa.C.S. § 102 and 42 P.S. § 20003(d). As to magisterial district judges’ civil
jurisdiction, see 42 Pa.C.S. § 1515(a). The definitions of ‘‘sheriff’’ and ‘‘constable’’ include
their deputies. As to deputy sheriffs, see 16 P.S. §§ 1202 and 4202. As to deputy constables, see
13 P.S. §§ 21—23. As to certification of constables and deputy constables, see 42 Pa.C.S.
§ 2942.

Source

The provisions of this Rule 202 amended and effective December 1, 1983, 13 Pa.B. 3875; amended
July 16, 2001, effective August 1, 2001, 31 Pa.B. 4055; amended September 3, 2003, effective Janu-
ary 1, 2004, 33 Pa.B. 4663; amended June 1, 2006, effective October 1, 2006, 36 Pa.B. 2955;
amended October 8, 2008, effective November 1, 2008, 38 Pa.B. 5843. Immediately preceding text
appears at serial pages (319873) to (319874).

Rule 203. Computation of Time.
A. When any period of time is referred to in any rule, such period in all cases,

except as otherwise provided in subdivision B of this rule, shall be so computed
as to exclude the first and include the last day of such period. Whenever the last
day of any such period shall fall on Saturday or Sunday, or on any day made a
legal holiday by the laws of this Commonwealth or of the United States, such day
shall be omitted from the computation.

B. Whenever in any rule the lapse of a number of months after a certain day
is required, such number of months shall be computed by counting the months
from such day, excluding the calendar month in which such day occurs, and shall
include the day of the month in the last month so counted having the same
numerical order as the day of the month from which the computation is made,
unless there are not so many days in the last month so counted, in which case the
period computed shall expire with the last day of such month.

Official Note: This rule is derived from Pa.R.C.P. Nos. 106 and 108.
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Rule 204. Purpose and Construction of Rules.
(a) Purpose. The purpose and intent of these rules is to provide a complete

and exclusive procedure for every action or proceeding to which they are appli-
cable.

(b) Construction. In the construction of the Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Pro-
cedure Governing Actions and Proceedings Before Magisterial District Judges,
the principles set forth in Pa.R.J.A. 104 to 115 shall be observed.

Comment:
This rule sets forth the general purpose and intent to make mandatory the use of the procedures

prescribed in these rules.

Source
The provisions of this Rule 204 amended June 30, 1982, effective August 16, 1982, 12 Pa.B. 2266;

amended November 3, 2023, effective January 1, 2024, 53 Pa.B. 7170. Immediately preceding text
appears at serial page (390287).

Rule 205. Record of Proceedings. Transcript of Record.
A. A record of any proceedings before a magisterial district judge, including

proof of service, returns, entry of judgment and other matters, appearing on a
form prescribed by the State Court Administrator shall for all purposes be con-
sidered to be a sufficient record of those proceedings.

B. A copy of any such record appearing on such a form, certified to be a true
copy by the magisterial district judge in whose office the record is on file or by
any other official custodian of the record, shall for all purposes be considered to
be a sufficient transcript of the record, including any judgment, order or other
disposition contained therein.

C. Any Act of Assembly or part thereof inconsistent with this rule is sus-
pended, to the extent of such inconsistency.

Official Note: Subdivision A defines the contents of records of proceedings before magis-
terial district judges, which makes use of prescribed forms. Subdivision B provides that certified
true copies of these records are sufficient ‘‘transcripts,’’ for whatever purpose the transcript is
to be used. Subdivision C suspends inconsistent Acts of Assembly to the extent of their incon-
sistency.

Source
The provisions of this Rule 205 amended through June 30, 1982, effective August 16, 1982, 12

Pa.B. 2266. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (43133).

Rule 206. Costs; Proceedings In Forma Pauperis.
A. Except as otherwise provided by law, the costs for filing and service of

the complaint shall be paid at the time of filing.
B. Except as otherwise provided by paragraph C of this rule, the prevailing

party in magisterial district court proceedings shall be entitled to recover taxable
costs from the unsuccessful party. Such costs shall consist of all filing, personal
service, witness, and execution costs authorized by Act of Assembly or general
rule and paid by the prevailing party.

C. Taxable costs on appeal or certiorari shall be paid by the unsuccessful
party, and a plaintiff who appeals shall be considered an unsuccessful party if he
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or she does not obtain on appeal a judgment more favorable than that obtained in
the magisterial district court proceeding. A defendant who prevails on certiorari
proceedings brought by the defendant or who obtains a favorable judgment upon
appeal by either party shall not be liable for costs incurred by the plaintiff in the
preceding magisterial district court proceeding and may recover taxable costs in
that proceeding from the plaintiff. A plaintiff who is unsuccessful in the magiste-
rial district court proceeding may recover taxable costs in that proceeding from
the defendant if the plaintiff is successful on appeal, and in that event the defen-
dant may not recover costs in the magisterial district court proceeding from the
plaintiff.

D. This rule shall apply to all civil actions and proceedings except actions
pursuant to the Protection From Abuse Act or 42 Pa.C.S. §§ 62A01—62A20.

Official Note: ‘‘Execution’’ costs include those for executing an order for possession. The
items constituting taxable costs in appeal or certiorari proceedings will be governed by law or
general rule applicable in the court of common pleas.

Under paragraph B, ‘‘personal service. . .costs’’ refers only to personal service since mail
costs are to be borne by the plaintiff in all cases in accordance with Section 1725.1 of the Judi-
cial Code, 42 Pa.C.S. § 1725.1.

This rule does not provide for the assessment of filing costs against an unsuccessful plaintiff
who has been permitted to proceed in forma pauperis and who remains indigent. See Brady v.
Ford, 679 A.2d 837 (Pa. Super. 1996).

For special provisions governing actions pursuant to the Protection From Abuse Act, see Sec-
tions 6106(b) and (c) of the Domestic Relations Code, 23 Pa.C.S. §§ 6106(b) and (c). For spe-
cial provisions governing actions seeking relief for victims of sexual violence or intimidation,
see 42 Pa.C.S. §§ 62A01—62A20.

E. Proceedings in forma pauperis

(1) A party who is without financial resources to pay the costs of litigation
shall be entitled to proceed in forma pauperis.

(2) Except as provided by subparagraph (3), the party shall file a petition
and affidavit in the form prescribed by subparagraph (6). The petition may not
be filed prior to the commencement of the action, which action shall be
accepted in the first instance, without the payment of filing costs.

Except as prescribed by subparagraph (3), the magisterial district judge shall
act promptly upon the petition and shall enter a determination within five days
from the date of the filing of the petition. If the petition is denied, in whole or in
part, the magisterial district judge shall briefly state the reasons therefor. The
unsuccessful petitioner may proceed no further so long as such costs remain
unpaid.

(3) If the party is represented by an attorney, the magisterial district judge
shall allow the party to proceed in forma pauperis upon the filing of a prae-
cipe that contains a certification by the attorney that the attorney is providing
free legal service to the party and believes the party is unable to pay the costs.

246 Rule 206 GENERAL

200-4
(417130) No. 591 Feb. 24 Copyright � 2024 Commonwealth of Pennsylvania



(4) A party permitted to proceed in forma pauperis shall not be required to
pay any costs imposed or authorized by Act of Assembly or general rule which
are payable to any court or any public officer or employee.
The magisterial district judge shall inform a party permitted to proceed in

forma pauperis of the option to serve the complaint by mail in the manner per-
mitted by these rules.

A party permitted to proceed in forma pauperis has a continuing obligation to
inform the court of improvement in the party’s financial circumstances which will
enable the party to pay costs.

(5) If there is a monetary recovery by judgment or settlement in favor of
the party permitted to proceed in forma pauperis, the exonerated costs shall be
taxed as costs and paid to the magisterial district judge by the party paying the
monetary recovery. In no event shall the exonerated costs be paid to the indi-
gent party.

(6) The petition for leave to proceed in forma pauperis and affidavit shall
be substantially in the following form:

[Caption]

Petition
I hereby request that I be permitted to proceed in forma pauperis (without pay-

ment of the filing and service costs). In support of this I state the following:
1. I am the plaintiff in the above matter and because of my financial condition

am unable to pay the costs for filing and service of this action.
2. I am unable to obtain funds from anyone, including my family and associ-

ates, to pay the costs of litigation.
3. I represent that the information below relating to my ability to pay the costs

is true and correct:
(a) Name:
Address:
(b) Employment
If you are presently employed, state
Employer:
Address:
Salary or wages per month:
Type of work:
If you are presently unemployed, state
The date of my last employment was:
Salary or wages per month:
Type of work:
(c) Other income that I have received within the past twelve months
Business or profession:
Other self-employment:
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Interest:
Dividends:
Pension and annuities:
Social security benefits:
Support payments:
Disability payments:
Unemployment compensation and supplemental benefits:
Workers’ compensation:
Public assistance:
Other:
(d) Other contributions to household support
Spouse Name:
My Spouse is employed:
Employer:
Salary or wages per month:
Type of work:
Contributions from children:
Contributions from parents:
Other contributions:
(e) Property owned
Cash:
Checking account:
Savings account:
Certificates of deposit:
Real estate (including home):
Motor vehicle: Make , Year
Cost , Amount owed $
Stocks; bonds:
Other:
(f) Debts and obligations
Mortgage:
Rent:
Loans:
Other:
(g) Persons dependent upon me for support
Spouse Name:
Ages of Minor Children, if any:
Other persons:
Name:
Relationship:
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4. I understand that I have a continuing obligation to inform the Court of
improvement in my financial circumstances which would permit me to pay the
costs incurred herein.

5. I verify that the statements made in this petition are true and correct. I
understand that false statements herein are made subject to the penalties of 18
Pa.C.S. § 4904, relating to unsworn falsification to authorities.

Date:
Petitioner
Action by the Magisterial District Judge:
Date: Magisterial District Judge:

Official Note: This Rule substantially follows Pa.R.C.P. No. 240. Under subparagraph E(4),
‘‘any costs’’ includes all filing, service, witness, and execution costs.

Source

The provisions of this Rule 206 adopted April 25, 1979, effective May 25, 1979, 9 Pa.B. 1499;
amended September 18, 1990, effective immediately, 20 Pa.B. 5042; amended March 27, 1992, effec-
tive 90 days from the date on which the Order is signed, 22 Pa.B. 1893 and 1900; amended Novem-
ber 25, 2002, effective January 1, 2003, 32 Pa.B. 6078; amended October 22, 2009, effective imme-
diately, 39 Pa.B. 6426; amended June 29, 2015, effective July 1, 2015, 45 Pa.B. 3811; amended
October 28, 2016, effective December 31, 2016, 46 Pa.B. 7165; amended January 5, 2018, effective
January 6, 2018, 48 Pa.B. 511. Immediately preceding text appears at serial pages (384805) to
(384806), (346257) to (346258) and (384807).

Rule 207. Representation in Magisterial District Court Proceedings.
(A) In magisterial district court proceedings:

(1) Individuals may be represented by themselves, by an attorney at law,
or by a representative with personal knowledge of the subject matter of the liti-
gation and written authorization from the individual to appear as the individu-
al’s representative.

(2) Partnerships may be represented by an attorney at law, a partner, or by
an employee or authorized agent of the partnership with personal knowledge of
the subject matter of the litigation and written authorization from a partner to
appear as the partnership’s representative.

(3) Corporations or similar entities and unincorporated associations may be
represented by an attorney at law, by an officer of the corporation, entity, or
association, or by an employee or authorized agent of the corporation, entity,
or association with personal knowledge of the subject matter of the litigation
and written authorization from an officer of the corporation, entity, or associa-
tion to appear as its representative.
(B) A representative, employee, or authorized agent:

(1) must provide written verification of personal knowledge of the subject
matter of the litigation, and

(2) may take no action on behalf of a party until the written authorization
required under paragraph (A)(1), (2), or (3) is filed with the court.
(C) Admission pro hac vice in accordance with Pennsylvania Bar Admission

Rule 301 shall proceed by request, the disposition and content of which shall
conform with the requirements of Pennsylvania Rule of Civil Procedure 1012.1.
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Official Note: This rule is intended to permit a non-lawyer representative, employee, or
authorized agent to appear on behalf of an individual, partnership, corporation or similar entity,
or unincorporated association, but not to allow a non-lawyer to establish a business for the pur-
pose of representing others in magisterial district court proceedings.

It is intended that the designation of a non-lawyer representative, employee, or authorized
agent to represent a party is to apply only on a case-by-case basis. A party may not give blanket
authorization for a non-lawyer representative, employee, or authorized agent to represent the
party in all cases involving the party.

As to ‘‘personal knowledge of the subject matter of the litigation’’ see Pa.R.E. 602 and Com-
ment.

A business organized as a sole proprietorship may be represented in the same manner as an
individual under paragraph (A)(1).

See rules in Chapter 800 as to representation of minors and incapacitated persons by guard-
ians.

To gain admission pro hac vice pursuant to Pa.B.A.R. 301, the applicant must seek adminis-
trative approval by the IOlTA Board prior to the sponsor’s request for the applicant’s admission
before the magisterial district court. The disposition and content of the request is governed by
Pa.R.C.P. No. 1012.1.

Source
The provisions of this Rule 207 adopted September 23, 1985, effective October 12, 1985, 15 Pa.B.

3632; amended June 1, 2006, effective October 1, 2006, 36 Pa.B. 2955; amended September 6, 2013,
effective October 7, 2013, 43 Pa.B. 5589; amended December 10, 2013, effective February 10, 2014,
43 Pa.B. 7547. Immediately preceding text appears at serial page (368520).

Rule 207.1. Attorney of Record; Notices.
(A) An attorney at law shall be deemed the attorney of record for a party if

and only if the attorney files with the magisterial district court a written statement
acknowledging that he or she represents the party in the proceeding. The written
statement must include the attorney’s name, mailing address, and Supreme Court
of Pennsylvania attorney identification number.

(B) An attorney of record for a party shall remain the attorney of record for
that party until:

(1) the attorney of record gives written notice to the magisterial district
court and the party that he or she is withdrawing as the attorney of record for
the party, or;

(2) another attorney becomes the attorney of record for the party in accor-
dance with paragraph (A).
(C) Except as otherwise provided in these rules, when a party has an attorney

of record or is represented by a non-lawyer representative under Rule 207, and
when a rule specifies that a notice is to be given or mailed to the party, a copy
of the notice shall also be given or mailed to the attorney of record or the non-
lawyer representative.

Official Note: Paragraph (B) provides for the withdrawal of an attorney of record. Nothing
in this rule requires leave of court or that another attorney become the attorney of record before
an attorney may withdraw. But compare Pa.R.C.P. No. 1012(b). Nothing in paragraph (B) is
intended to affect an attorney’s ethical duty to his or her client. See Pennsylvania Rules of Pro-
fessional Conduct Rule 1.16.

Paragraph (C) makes clear that copies of all notices must be given or mailed to all parties of
record as well as to all attorneys of record and non-lawyer representatives.
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See Rule 207 regarding the designation and authorization of a non-lawyer representative.

Source

The provisions of this Rule 207.1 adopted June 1, 2006, effective October 1, 2006, 36 Pa.B. 2955.

Rule 208. Repealed Acts of Assembly not to Continue as Part of the
Common Law.

No Act of Assembly pertaining to civil practice and procedure before magiste-
rial district judges or to appellate proceedings with respect to judgments and
decisions of magisterial district judges in civil matters which was repealed by § 2
of the Judiciary Act Repealer Act, Act of April 28, 1978, P. L. 202, No. 53, shall
continue as part of the common law of Pennsylvania under § 3(b) of that Act.

Source

The provisions of this Rule 208 adopted December 16, 1983, effective December 1, 1983, 13 Pa.B.
3875.

Rule 209. Continuances and Stays.
A. Continuances may be granted for cause or by agreement.
B. Continuances shall be to a specific time and date. The magisterial district

judge shall note continuances on the docket and shall promptly give or mail to
the parties written notice of continuances.

C. Except for good cause shown,
(1) not more than one continuance shall be granted to each party, and
(2) the aggregate of all continuances shall not extend the date of the hear-

ing:
(a) beyond 90 days from the date of filing the plaintiff’s complaint in

proceedings commenced pursuant to Rule 303, or
(b) beyond 30 days from the date of filing the landlord’s complaint in

proceedings commenced pursuant to Rule 502.
D. In all proceedings governed by these rules, the following shall constitute

cause for granting a continuance:
(1) the scheduling of a party’s attorney of record to appear at any proceed-

ing under the Pennsylvania Rules of Disciplinary Enforcement, whether
(a) as counsel for a respondent-attorney before a hearing committee,

special master, the Disciplinary Board or the Supreme Court;
(b) as a special master or member of a hearing committee; or
(c) as a member of the Disciplinary Board.

(2) the scheduling of a party’s attorney of record to appear at any proceed-
ing involving the discipline of a justice, judge or magisterial district judge
under Section 18 of Article V of the Constitution of Pennsylvania, whether

(a) as counsel for a justice, judge or magisterial district judge before the
special tribunal provided for in 42 Pa.C.S. § 727, the Court of Judicial Dis-
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cipline, the Judicial Conduct Board or any hearing committee or other arm
of the Judicial Conduct Board; or

(b) as a member of the Court of Judicial Discipline, the Judicial Con-
duct Board or any hearing committee or other arm of the Judicial Conduct
Board.

E. Continuances and stays shall be granted in compliance with federal or
state law, such as the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. §§ 3901 et
seq.

Official Note: This rule was amended in 2005 to consolidate the provisions of former Rules
320 (relating to continuances in civil actions) and 511 (relating to continuances in possessory
actions) into one general rule governing continuances. The limitations set forth in subdivision C
are intended to ensure that these cases proceed expeditiously. The grounds set forth in subdivi-
sions D and E, of course, are not intended to be the only grounds on which a continuance will
be granted.

Source
The provisions of this Rule 209 adopted March 15, 1994, effective upon publication, 24 Pa.B.

1675; amended December 16, 2004, effective July 1, 2005, 35 Pa.B. 10; amended September 9, 2008,
effective October 1, 2008, 38 Pa.B. 5163; amended August 14, 2013, effective in 30 days on Septem-
ber 13, 2013, 43 Pa.B. 4967; amended April 17, 2020, effective September 1, 2020, 50 Pa.B. 2252;
amended August 19, 2020, effective January 1, 2021, 50 Pa.B. 4491. Immediately preceding text
appears at serial pages (401695) to (401696).

Rule 210. Practices Prohibited.
The following practices are specifically prohibited:

(1) The use of depositions or interrogatories for discovery or use at a hear-
ing.

(2) Adding parties after the complaint is filed.
(3) Attachment proceedings previous to judgment.
(4) Entry of a judgment by warrant of attorney or by confession of judg-

ment.

Official Note: In keeping with the policy of making the procedures in actions before mag-
isterial district judges as simple and nontechnical as possible and in view of the time limitations
imposed elsewhere in these rules, it was thought desirable to prohibit specifically the practices
mentioned in the four subdivisions of this rule. See also Rules 204 and 381.

Source
The provisions of this Rule 210 renumbered from Rule 325 adopted April 5, 2002, effective Janu-

ary 1, 2003, 32 Pa.B. 2199.

Rule 211. Abolished, Consolidated, or Changed Magisterial Districts;
Subsequent Filings.

When these rules specify that a party is to file or serve an ancillary or supple-
mentary action in the magisterial district court which rendered a judgment or
issued other process, but that court no longer exists or its magisterial district
boundaries have been changed, the party may file or serve the ancillary or supple-
mentary action only in the magisterial district court in which the original record
of the proceedings containing the judgment is filed.

Official Note: This rule provides a procedure for filing or serving an ancillary or supple-
mentary action, when the action should be filed or served in the magisterial district court which
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rendered the judgment or issued other process, but that court has been abolished, consolidated
or otherwise changed. Such actions may include a request for order of execution or a request for
a certified copy of a judgment (see Rule 402), an objection to levy or other property claim (see
Rule 413), a request for order of possession (see Rule 515), or a request for entry of satisfaction
(see Rule 341), among others. The rule provides that, under these circumstances, the action may
be filed or served only in the magisterial district court that has become the official custodian of
the original record, even though that court did not render the judgment.

Source

The provisions of this Rule 211 adopted April 5, 2002, effective January 1, 2003, 32 Pa.B. 2199.

Rule 212. Design of Forms.
The Court Administrator of Pennsylvania, in consultation with the Minor Court

Rules Committee, shall design and publish forms necessary to implement these
rules.

Source

The provisions of this Rule 212 adopted November 25, 2002, effective January 1, 2003, 32 Pa.B.
6080.

Rule 213. Subpoena to Attend and Testify.
A. A subpoena may be used to command a person to attend and to produce

documents or things only at a trial or hearing in an action or proceeding pending
before the magisterial district judge.

B. A subpoena may not be used to compel a person to appear or to produce
documents or things ex parte before an attorney, a party, or a representative of the
party.

Official Note: See Rule 202 for definition of ‘‘subpoena.’’ Compare Pa.R.C.P. No. 234.1.
The magisterial district judge has discretion to limit the scope of subpoenas to persons, docu-
ments, or things that are relevant to the cause of action before the magisterial district judge. As
to Subdivision B, see Rule 210.

Source

The provisions of this Rule 213 adopted September 3, 2003, effective January 1, 2004, 33 Pa.B.
4663.

Rule 214. Subpoena; Issuance; Service.
A. Magisterial district judges may issue subpoenas throughout the Common-

wealth. Magisterial district judges shall not issue subpoenas in blank.
B. Upon the request of a party proceeding pro se, the authorized representa-

tive of a party, or an attorney of record, the magisterial district judge may issue
a subpoena signed and under the seal of the magisterial district judge. The mag-
isterial district judge shall specify in the subpoena the name and address for ser-
vice of the person subpoenaed; the name of the party on whose behalf the person
is being ordered to testify; the date, time, and place at which the person is to
appear; and a description of the documents or things that the person is to produce,
if any.
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(1) The party, authorized representative, or attorney of record requesting
the subpoena shall provide the magisterial district court with the information
required in paragraph (B).

(2) If the subpoena is to be issued, the magisterial district court shall fill in
the information provided and return it to the requestor for service.
C. A subpoena may be served upon any person within the Commonwealth by

a competent adult
(1) by handing a copy to the person; or
(2) by handing a copy

(a) at the residence of the person to an adult member of the family with
whom the person resides; but if no adult member of the family is found, then
to an adult in charge of such residence; or

(b) at the residence of the person to the clerk or manager of the hotel,
inn, apartment house, boarding house, or other place of lodging at which the
person resides; or

(c) at any office or usual place of business of the person to the person’s
agent or other person for the time being in charge thereof.

(D) The person making service of a subpoena must file a return of service
form in the magisterial district court in which the hearing is pending within 48
hours of service, and in no event later than the commencement of the hearing.
Filing under this paragraph may be accomplished by sending a copy by facsimile
transmission.

(E) If a subpoenaed witness is under the age of 18, the parent or guardian of
the witness shall be served with a copy of the subpoena in the same manner as
prescribed in paragraph (C).

Official Note: When issuing a subpoena, the magisterial district judge has discretion to
limit the scope of the subpoena to persons, documents, or things that are relevant to the cause
of action before the magisterial district judge.

Paragraph (D) provides for filing by facsimile transmission. It is the intent of these rules that
filing documents by facsimile transmission is permitted only when expressly provided for in the
rules. Paragraph (D) also provides for use of a form promulgated by the Court Administrator of
Pennsylvania.

Paragraph (E) provided that parties choosing to subpoena witnesses under the age of 18 must
alert the magisterial district court of the witness’ age and are responsible for any additional ser-
vice costs.

See Rule 202 for definitions of ‘‘subpoena’’ and ‘‘attorney of record.’’ Compare Pa.R.C.P.
Nos. 234.2 and 402(a) and Pa.R.Crim.P. 107. See also Rule 207 regarding representation by an
authorized representative.

For the scope of the contempt powers of magisterial district judges, see 42 Pa.C.S. § 4137.
See also Pa.R.Crim.P. 140-142.

Source

The provisions of this Rule 214 adopted September 3, 2003, effective January 1, 2004, 33 Pa.B.
4663; amended October 8, 2008, effective May 1, 2009, 38 Pa.B. 5844. Immediately preceding text
appears at serial pages (309516) to (309517).
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Rule 215. Advanced Communication Technology.
Magisterial district judges may authorize the use of advanced communication

technology during any civil proceeding or action governed by the Rules of Civil
Procedure for Magisterial District Judges.

Official Note: This rule was adopted in 2008 to specify that magisterial district judges may
use advanced communication technology in their courtrooms during adversarial proceedings. In
an ex parte proceeding, such as an action pursuant to the Protection From Abuse Act, 23 Pa.C.S.
§§ 6101—6122, or 42 Pa.C.S. §§ 62A01—62A20 (providing for protection of victims of sexual
violence or intimidation), magisterial district judges also may permit the use of advanced com-
munication technology. Limited technology available in some magisterial district courts may
preclude the use of certain advanced communication technology options. Compare Pa.R.Crim.P.
119.

Source

The provisions of this Rule 215 adopted October 8, 2008, effective November 1, 2008, 38 Pa.B.
5844; amended June 29, 2015, effective July 1, 2015, 45 Pa.B. 3811. Immediately preceding text
appears at serial page (339779).

Rule 216. Local Rules.
The requirements for the promulgation and amendment of local procedural

rules for proceedings in magisterial district courts subject to these rules are set
forth in Pennsylvania Rule of Judicial Administration 103(d).

Official Note: Effective August 1, 2016, Pennsylvania Rule of Judicial Administration 103
was amended to consolidate and include all local rulemaking requirements, including local rules
applying to proceedings under the Rules of Civil Procedure before Magisterial District Judges.
All local rules previously promulgated remain effective upon compilation and publication pur-
suant to Pa.R.J.A. No. 103(d)(7).

Source

The provisions of this Rule 216 adopted June 28, 2016, effective August 1, 2016, 46 Pa.B. 3811.

Rule 217. Confidential Information and Confidential Documents. Certifi-
cation.

Unless public access is otherwise constrained by applicable authority, any attor-
ney, or any party if unrepresented, who files a document pursuant to these rules
with a magisterial district court shall comply with the requirements of Sections
7.0 and 8.0 of the Case Records Public Access Policy of the Unified Judicial Sys-
tem of Pennsylvania (Policy) including a certification of compliance with the
Policy and, as necessary, a Confidential Information Form or a Confidential
Document Form in accordance with the Policy.

Official Note: Applicable authority includes but is not limited to statute, procedural rule or
court order. The Case Records Public Access Policy of the Unified Judicial System of Pennsyl-
vania (Policy) can be found on the website of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania at https://
www.pacourts.us/public-records. Sections 7.0(D) and 8.0(D) of the Policy provide that the cer-
tification shall be in substantially the following form:
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I certify that this filing complies with the provisions of the Case Records Public
Access Policy of the Unified Judicial System of Pennsylvania that require filing con-
fidential information and documents differently than non-confidential information
and documents.

The Confidential Information Form and the Confidential Document Form can be found at
https://www.pacourts.us/public-records.

Source
The provisions of this Rule 217 adopted June 1, 2018, effective July 1, 2018, 48 Pa.B. 3581;

amended December 1, 2021, effective January 1, 2022, 51 Pa.B. 7636. Immediately preceding text
appears at serial pages (392783) to (392784).

Rule 242. Citation of Authorities.
Citation of authorities in matters subject to these rules shall be in accordance

with Pa.R.A.P. 126.

Comment
See also 210 Pa. Code § 65.37 and Wenk v. State Farm Fire and Casualty Co., 228 A.3d 540, 552

n.11 (Pa. Super. 2020) for citing to non-precedential decisions of the Superior Court; and Pa.R.A.P.
3716 and 210 Pa. Code § 69.414 for citing to non-precedential decisions of the Commonwealth
Court.

Source
The provisions of this Rule 242 added February 13, 2023, effective April 1, 2023, 53 Pa.B. 1056.

[Next page is 300-1.]
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